Dead Bird Testing and Submission FAQs for Local Agencies

How do | send in a dead bird or squirrel for WNV testing? ........................... 1
How does the testing process work? . . ... ... ... . i h i e 2
What is the process for inchouse WNV testing? . . ........ ... ... . . i o, 3
How can | tell if a positive test result has been finalized by CDPH? ... .........4....... 4
When will | get a test result for the bird | submitted? ............ / ........ eV & 5

General programinformation ............ ... ... ... ... ... Neeop bbb 5




How do I send in a dead bird or squirrel for WNV testing?

Make sure the carcass is fresh!
* No ants or maggots

* Eyes present

¢ No strong odor

¢ Not soft or mushy

¢ Not extremely lightweight

- If the carcass is not fresh, double bag and
dispose of it. Immediately call the dead

bird hotline at (510) 412-4601 so that

oY A submission form that contains
they can cancel your submission.

Using gloves, bag Place bagged carcass | the dead bird number is required
carcass and seal bag and submission form | for testing. If you have not
in second bag received your form, call the dead

bird hotline at (510) 412-4601

e Ship to CAHFS lab using pre-printed GSO label
e Call GSO at (800) 322-5555 to arrange for pickup
- Shipping account 22971 and zip code 94804

California Animal Health & Food Safety Lab
CAHFS Central Laboratory

Attn: WNV (Jackie Parker)

University of California, Davis

West Health Sciences Drive

Davis, CA 95616

Category B
Biological

-ori ? ions?
Substances Need more pre-printed GSO labels? Have questions?

- - Please contact Crystal Perreira at:
Blue ice pack (510) 412-6251 or crystal.perreira@cdph.ca.gov




How does the WNYV testing process work?

...and what do ‘CAHFS’ and ‘CVEC’ have to do with it?

CAHFS

DEAD BIRD

#13-555 47

1. You box up the bird with ice packs and a submission form, 2. At CAHFS, a necropsy is performed on the

and send it to CAHFS (the California Animal Health & Food bird and an oral or kidney sample is obtained

Safety Lab) at the University of California, Davis
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6. CDPH checks and
finalizes the result in
the database

7. The finalized results are posted to the WNV
website, sent out in the Arbovirus Bulletin,
and become visible on CalSurv Gateway

TEST RESULT
FOR 13-555

5. CVEC enters the test
result into the CA Dept.
of Public Health’s (CDPH)

3. CAHFS sends the sample
to CVEC, a second lab on the
UC Davis campus

SAMPLE

13-5565

CYEC [

WNV Dead Bird Database 4. At CVEC (the Center

for Vectorborne Diseases)
the sample is tested for
WNYV via RT-PCR



What is the process for in-house WNYV testing?
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Thank you for sending your fest results to CVEC.

Proficiency panel consisted of a 10-fold dilution series of WHY inactivated with Triton-X 100; vial

7 was a negative control. The concentration of virus in vials 1 - 7 are shown in the table below
Iog, its [PFU] on Vero cell cultures per 0.1 mL

performed pror *aa negative as were

the negative control

Vial number [+ T 2TsTasTsTel7]

U1 mL” 1162 ]s] 3] 4]0
*Original virus dilution; virus inactivated by 0.5% Triton X-100 ovemight incubation in 4-C

1: CVEC perfomed VectTest, RAMP and RT-PCR on the inactivated material and report the
results shown below. We did RT-PCR using a singleplex assay for WNV alone and using our
multiplex; assay which is slightly less sensitive.

1: CVEC RESULTS Vial number and Test Results
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1. After passing the proficiency panel
test administered by CVEC, local
agencies are approved to test birds
by RT-PCR, RAMP, and/or VecTest

=T
L rEl 2

:’," i
' WestNile.ca.gov

Vest Nile Virus We

pleMitous Nehaig

HOME || REPORT A DEAD BIRD OR SQUIRREL | WNY FAQS & BASICS | NEWS  RESDURCES

—>

DEAD BIRD

# 13-555

2. A dead bird in suitable condition
is reported to the WNV hotline,
assigned a dead bird number, and

picked up by the agency for testing
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6. The finalized results are posted to the
WNV website, sent out in the Arbovirus
Bulletin, and appear as the ‘Definitive
Result’ in CalSurv Gateway (see page 4)

5. CDPH checks and
finalizes the result in
the WNV Dead Bird

database

It is recommended that
birds that test negative
by rapid-screening tests
such as RAMP or VecTest,
be submitted to CAHFS
for additional testing as
these tests are prone to
false negatives. This is
especially important early
in the WNV transmission
season.

3. The bird is tested for WNV
by RT-PCR, RAMP, or VecTest
in-house, under appropriate
biological safety conditions

Add Test Result

Submission 1D 13-224
“Test Date
“Method
*Sample

value

4. The agency enters the result into CalSurv
Gateway and indicates whether or not the
bird was submitted to CAHFS for additional
testing



How can I tell if a positive test result has been finalized by CDPH?

e Before a positive test result is accepted and posted to the West Nile virus website, it must be finalized by CDPH

e Positive test results that have been finalized will have a Y next to them

e Positive test results that have not been finalized will have a ? next to them
-> This ? may also appear if you entered a positive result for a bird tested in-house that ultimately ended up testing negative at CVEC
- When in doubt, click edit for details; if a test result has been finalized, it will be listed as the Definitive Result on the edit page

-
& a CALSURY

Reports  Testing

Test Result Management

February [v][2013)v] | change Month/Year |

California Vectorborne
Disease Surveillance Gateway

This positive test result has
been entered by the agency and
finalized by CDPH

This positive test result has
been entered by the agency but
is not yet finalized by CDPH

Submission Report Report Postal
s ID $ ID * Dpate * City ¥ Code < County ¥ Species ¥ Condition ¥Positive? +Actions
Los House Dead Less Than .
13-114 579170 2013-02-05 Burbank 91502 edit
Angeles Sparrow 24 Hours
Los American Dead Less
13-115 579173 2013-02-04 Lomita 90717 ¥ edit
Angeles Crow Than 24 Hours
: Los American Dead Less Than :
13-116 579174 2013-02-05 Castaic 91384 edit
Angeles Crow 24 Hours
Agoura Los American Dead Less
13-117 579184 2013-02-05 91301 ? edit
Hills Angeles Crow Than 24 Hours
Culver Los American .
13-127 579201 2013-02-06 . 90232 Maggots edit
City Angeles Crow
Submission Report Report Date City Postal County Species Condition Positive?  Actions
ID ID Code
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When will | get a test result for the bird | submitted?

From mid-April through October, you can expect to receive a test result for a submitted bird about one week after
the day you sent it in. Sometimes it may take a bit longer, depending on how busy the laboratory is. If two weeks
have passed since you shipped your bird in and you still have not received a result, please contact Crystal Perreira
(see below). Please note that testing is suspended during the winter months, unless your agency chooses to remain

open and conduct local testing.

General program information

West Nile Virus & Dead Bird Hotline

(877) 968-2473 (for the public)

(510) 412-4601 (for agencies only)

« Staffed Monday through Friday 8-5
(and on weekends during the spring
and summer months)

 Online reporting: www. westnile.ca.gov

Submission and testing questions
- Contact Crystal Perreira

« Phone: (510) 412-6251

 E-mail: crystal.perreira@cdph.ca.gov
o Fax: (510) 412-6263

Address for dead bird/squirrel testing Shipping carcasses via GSO

- Ship via GSO to: - GSO pickup: (800) 322-5555
CAHFS Central Laboratory « Account number 22971
Attn: WNV (Jackie Parker) « Zip code 94804

University of California, Davis
West Health Sciences Drive
Davis, CA 95616

California West Nile Virus Dead Bird and Squirrel Surveillance Program
California Department of Public Health (CDPH)

Division of Communicable Disease Control

Vector-Borne Disease Section




